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public attention and the public fancy. His gallant
services won him a well-merited reputation among his
fellow-countrymen, and he determined to make good
use of it. As Lord Baden-Powell, he organised and
still directs the vast Boy Scout movement which
counts its adherents in every corner of the earth. His
calculation was that by the use of a little drill, a little
uniform, and a great deal of comradeship, group
discipline, and outdoor adventure, you could help in
bringing up a generation of good citizens, of kindly
and courageous men and women, perhaps even of
loyal Christians. People might make fun of the
methods by which the movement sought to capture
the imagination of boyhood, totem-symbols and
catchwords and all the rest of it, but nobody could
quarrel with its aims, which were wholly patriotic
and humanitarian, unless he were short-sighted
enough to imagine that the need for patriotism could
vanish overnight. England, once more, had shown
an example to the world.

Carruptio optimi pessima ; the example proved to
be a fatal one. The peaceful thunders of Olympus
have been stolen by the Titans; the model on which,
it seemed, international brotherhood and universal
good will were to dawn upon the world has been the
mode! on which the new totalitarian States have built
up the foundations of a contemptuous and unscrupu-
lous nationalism. . * . It is a poignant reflection
that Lord Baden-Powell, not many years since, was
refused permission to land in Denmark because, as
Chief Scout, he was wearing ** uniform **. In so far
as it was his object to build up a healthy, resourceful,
outdoors generation of boys, totalitarianism has